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B ARCHAEOL D

If you have been friends with ‘Archaeoland’ for a long time, it means you
} know much more than your peers. It also means that you have already made
friends with ‘Grey Horses’:

\
)l
'You have crossed seven skies /

without a rest’.

You have struggled against nature together with primitive people, have hunted arm-
————— in-arm with the Mesolithic humans and have decorated the earth with first villages!

Then?

Then you were fed up with
wandering and shifted to living
a settled life and brought about
Neolithic revolution!




7 Then  you  rebelled  against
; ' Then? ignorance by means of knowledge
| and discovered bronze! You

caused good turn of events for
mankind!...

N\

Tﬁ@mﬁm &
<Nl

And reached the door of ancient civilization! Therefore, ‘Archaeoland’ is ready to take
you on a journey through the antiquity, the world that was given birth to by freedom
and show you the colors in a beautiful field.

Thus, if you have already turned seven and have not turned 17 yet, Doctor of
Archaeology, Professor Guram Kipiani will take you on a journey to the archaeopolises
of freedom together with eight-year-old Tekla and nine-
year-old Nikoloz Kipiani!

So, follow them and guide our compatriot, seven-
year-old Thina Sarjveladze, who lives in France,
who has made your French peers friends with the
fabulous stories of ‘Archaeoland’.




However, as we all remember
." it well that, just like

|_ “Poppy reddish beautied the rye
Fellow’s good study happied mother” J

L B AP
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let us stop for a moment
to repeat:

Someone who carries out excavations and draws conclusions about what happened
on the earth in a specific age — where and how humans lived, how they adapted
to the environment, how they hunted or fished, how they advanced and how
mankind reached the present day — is referred to as archaeologist.

The earliest archaeological culture of the earth is Paleolithic.
Neanderthals mainly lived in caves and open dwellings.
Early Stone Age was replaced by Middle Stone Age — the Mesolithic.

In Mesolithic era foundations were created for a settled way of life — sedentarism,
cultivation of plants and domestication of animals, which became the cause for
emerging of permanents settlements.

Mesolithic Era was replaced by the Neolithic — the New Stone Age.

In the Neolithic Epoch humans acquired new skills of gaining livelihood and there
occurred Neolithic revolution.




v

‘Neolithic Revolution™ is one of the most important leaps in the
development of mankind, the time when transition from a lifestyle of
hunting and gathering to that of producing their own food (farming,
cattle-breeding) and settling down took place.

v'  Early villages emerged.

v" The sixth-fifth millennia before Christ was the epoch of Eneolithic - the transition
period from the Neolithic to the Bronze Age.

v In the Eneolithic epoch human diet already included milk and dairy products;
humans learnt to consume copper and mankind stepped into the Bronze Age.

v" Between the third millennium and the beginning of the first millennium Before
Common Era the earth was going through the epoch of cultural and historic
development of mankind referred to as the Bronze Age.

. v The Bronze Age is divided into three periods: Early Bronze, Middle Bronze and
Late Bronze ages.

> v~ It is when humans received bronze, which is recognized to be equal to the
discovery of oil.

v The Bronze Age witnessed the development of metallurgy; there emerged ownership;
private property caused privileged classes, military leaders to come round. The cult
of chief was established; there appeared the written language; commerce advanced;
agriculture, livestock raising and pottery making reached a high level.

— And the Classical antiquity set in on earth!




Gate >

Paleolithic >

Evolution -

Sedentarism -
Megalith -
Structure >
Ceramic -

Epoch -

Remarkable =

Age >

Pottery making - producing objects from baked clay.

/.

<) vfi

a projecting part of a building which is created by columns
or arches supporting the roof and is open on one or three
sides; a solemn entrance to a city, palace, etc. Archaeopolis
— ancient city (ancient Greek: archaeo — meaning ‘ancient’,
polis — meaning ‘city’).

the longest and earliest period of the Stone Age.

is a Latin word which means the act of unrolling, unfolding
or opening. Evolution is a consistent and gradual process
of development of any kind of change. Its opposite form is
‘revolution’, or a sudden, radical change in something.

a settled way of life.
a structure built with huge stones.

construction.

clay.

a long period of time characterized by
remarkable events. |

distinguished by something, prominent,
memorable.

a definite period of time.



Ancient civilization of Classical

‘,‘) antiquity ~ covers  twelve

centuries of the history of

mankind. The Classical period started

in the eighth century BC and continued
through the mid fifth century AD.

It is interesting what caused
antiquity to emerge.

First of all, it was the free world, i.e
polises. The literal meaning of ‘polis is
‘city’. However, in the Classical period
a city ruled the country subordinate to
it. It is where the word ‘politics’, or

the art of managing polises, stems from.

But what does a "polis’ mean?
What is its function?

No matter what the size of an area is, it
can be referred to as ‘polis’. Some polises
are big, others are small. However, even
though cities differ from each other, they
all still have something in common. One
of the features of a city is distribution of
government across the whole country, which




means that a certain territorial unit is
called a ‘city’ in the case it governs the
country’s provinces and manages the
system of goods distribution. However,
Creeks and Romans only referred to a
territory as a city which was confined
with a fortress.

The point is that development of every
city started with building a temple, i.e.
in the beginning the temple used to be
a city. Later there appeared fortresses
and the temple would grow into a city.

The city of the Classical period is a completely different phenomenon. It is a
congregation of citizens. It was the city of the Classical antiquity which generated a
class of citizens, societies of citizens which still undergo development; it was there
that freedom was born. In the Hellenistic epoch, i.e. when Alexander the Great
conquered the whole Orient, foundations were laid for the Hellenistic civilization
and the Hellenistic culture.

What does the Hellenistic civilization mean?
It is imitating the Greeks.
Yes, the world was imitating Greece!

There emerged polises everywhere, including the eastern world. As the
population of the whole world imitated the free society, it means that
mankind was fond of freedom and strove for it.



e | Subordinate - person who is governed by someone (in the case of the

(antiquus — old) means old.

territory it is the one that is also governed by someone,
presumably a bigger unit).

S

Define - distinguish, point, specify.

Province - a place located away from the capital or a major cultural
center.

Religion - system of ideas and actions based on a belief.

Intellect > a personal quality which is basis for mental powers.

Social = something related to society, life of humans and

characterizes their relations.

Croup, class - here: society, public.

Hellas - Greece.

Hellenism = world civilization based on Greek culture. \

Civilization - level of development of society and
culture.

Hagiography -  description of saints™ lives.
Piece of writing > written work.

Satellite city -  outwardly independent city (territorial

unit) that, in fact, is subordinate to others.
® © © ¢ 6 ¢ 6 ¢ ¢ o © o © o o © o © o © o o o ©°o °o o ©°o °o o o




L

)

Classical epoch developed philosophical thinking.

Socrates said:

T know that )

I know much
.. ignorance”

(but not “ | know that | know nothing™, which is
so common today).

It is interesting what the great Greek philosopher meant!

The point is that Socrates referred to knowledge of the universe as the
knowledge of ignorance. The Greek world considered the whole world as
major ignorance and permanently endeavored to explore ignorance. Socrates
believed that mankind would certainly live to the time when it received the
knowledge of ignorance.



It means that the philosophy of the Classical antiquity
identified time with progress!

/The Classical period is the epoch of creativity, the age of producing most

beautiful creations. It generated the world of Greek architecture, art, which
is characterized by philosophy as well. According to the philosophy of the Classical
epoch, a temple must have been a category of beauty (let it be ruined and devastated).
The elements dominating in it are columns and colonnades.

32 (CmO)
wr‘ 1 ‘ Why colonnades?

Because they depict the world in the world,
the free world in the real world. For the
epoch of the Classical Antiquity freedom is
in everything — it can be perceived in creative work, space and approach to deities.
Life of the gods of the Greek mythological world is adopted from humans’ life but
conceptualized in conformity with the concept of gods and deities. According to the
Classical philosophy, everyone has the ability of recognizing secrets of nature.

Oriental world of the same period dramatically differs from the western one — in
the former only priests are capable of understanding the nature of deity. It explains
why its architecture is closed, there appear unexpected accents, elaborate labyrinths,
whereas Greek temples are open. As Herodotus mentions, “oriental world does not




7 have temples™. In fact, it does have temples, which have

been evidenced archaeologically as well, but the Greeks

| did not perceive eastern temples as ones, the Greek
world did not recognize such temples and, commonly,
did not regard them as temples.

) | Sculpture

[t was the Classical antiquity that generated the most
| complex branch of visual arts — sculpture. There are only
a few summits on earth: Greek Classical and Late Classical
sculpture, Renaissance and Impressionism. If there had not
been Greek Late Classical sculptures, there would not exist any of these summits.

And yet, what are
these sculptures
about? What are

their characteristic
features?




Sculpture is characterized by various points of view. Sculpture in the round is
created with high level of aesthetics and perception, and three-dimensional
¥ ones demonstrate beauty on all sides. Showing beauty and make it be
perceived — is the essence of the sculptures of Classical antiquity.

In the Classical era Romans often boasted about who had more Greek
items at home! Accordingly, there emerged collectors. Collections required
archaeological context (content) and early catalogues came around.

\
This is how archaeology was born. Yes, it was ancient Rome that became the cradle )
of archaeology. Probably, this is why they say that —

all roads lead to Rome!

> Roman sculpture developed into the art of
- = = portrait and psychological portraits were created.
It is widely accepted that no one has managed
to reach the heights of art that are common
in Roman portraits either before or after. Even
Creek sculptures, which are more monumental
and generalized cannot compare with Roman
portraits! The former represent just resemblance,

/4 while the spirit and nature are visible only in

Roman portraits.
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What else did the epoch of freedom create? :—=

One of its most important achievements is the structure of state governance based
[t is when democracy was born. The Classical world produced
fortification miracles of the Greek world, the Greek army, social system, mechanics.

on free polises.

Architecture =

Project -
Progress -
Psychology -

Psychic -

Regularity -

Category >

Mythology -
Insight >

Radical >

art of planning, designing and constructing buildings or
other structures.

plan according to which a structure must be built.
development, advance.
science of mental regularities of a human.

special feature, function of the brain expressed in the
reflection of the outer world.

being compliant with something.
objects,

a group of phenomena, individuals united by

common feature.
a field studying myths.

the capacity to gain deep understanding of something

supporter of key, drastic measures (operations).



Collection - gathering of homogeneous or thematically united objects.

Context -  an extract of a written text which is complete in content and
which makes it possible to determine the meaning of a
separate word or phrase involved in it.

;

Priest > minister of pagan religious cults.
Caste > reclusive social group that anxiously defends their privileges.

Privilege, or priority - special right.

Catalogue - list of objects (e.g. books, manuscripts, pictures, museum
exhibits, etc.) that is compiled according to a specific system.

Labyrinth > in Greek mythology a structure with complicated irregular
network of passages and rooms in which it is difficult to find
one’s way.

Accent > to emphasize an opinion or an idea.
> Fine art > painting.
W Aesthetics > branch of philosophy which deals with the |

forms of art and beauty in artistic creativity,
nature and life.

Monument - a big-size structure dedicated to an important
historic event, prominent figure, etc.

Fortification - various military-engineering structures.




Was Georgia an interesting place
for the Classical antiquity?

A theoretician of  Roman

architecture Vitruvius had

described Georgian reality in his
I work ‘Ten Books of Architecture’.
He provides a reference of
Colchian and Phrygian houses. It
means that the sophisticated taste
of our architects did not leave
Vitruvius indifferent.

The free Greek world generated
colonization. From the eighth —
seventh cc BC the Greeks launched
colonization movement. At the
time they did not possess a united state. Balkan Peninsula, Aegean islands and the
Mediterranean coastline of Asia Minor (the territory inhabited by the Greeks) were
covered with independent city- states, i.e. polises. These polises started establishing
> _: new cities — colonies — along the Mediterranean and the Black Sea coasts.

| [t means that in the process of development the maritime commercial cities

| acquired other functions as well. Whole Creece started settling in the newly
founded colonies as the first excessive population emerged.



What did excessive
population mean to Greece?

[t did not mean a huge number of the population at all. The point was that it was
simply impossible for a person of average talent to stay in Greece. An inhabitant of
Creece had to be either genius or, at least, gifted with some talent! This is why mere
mortals left and founded cities, assimilated with local populations.

Creek colonies emerged on the territory of Georgia, on the Black Sea coast. They
were Phasis 4 (Poti), Gienos (Ochamchire), Dioskuria (Sokhumi), Pitiunt (Bichvinta);
there was a new settlement on the territory of Kobuleti-Pichvnari. Early settlements in
Georgia were established by the merchants who had arrived from the city of Miletus.

Creat Greek colonization generated trade relations and from the sixth century intercity
commerce developed among the independent polises. From Colchis the Greeks

exported timber, wax, resin, flax and
flax products (shipbuilding material),
honey, gold which was washed
down by rivers and was gathered
by the population with troughs and
leather (this is where the myth about
the golden fleece and the Argonauts
stem from). However, they imported
high quality wine, olive oil, ceramic
and glass ware, jewelry. In the sixth
century BC they started minting local
silver coins — Colchian tetri.




There is a town situated in the region
of Imereti called Vani. It is one of the
most important sites for archaeology of
our country. The ancient archaeological
! material obtained at the city-site of
Vani dates to the eight-sixth cc BC.

The ancient city-site of Vani is located on
| a hill near the town of Vani and covers
an area of 8.5 ha. The hill provides views
over the Rioni Plain, the city of Kutaisi and the Greater Caucasus Mountains. From here
they could also keep control of the great trade route running through Vani which lead
from India to the Caspian Sea and reached the Black Sea via the Transcaucasian countries.

Vani had drawn scientists™ attention as early as the 19" century. A French kartvelologist,
Academician Marie Brosset journeyed to the Caucasus in 1847-1848. While visiting
Kutaisi, the guest was presented a sculpture of a man’s head which had been found

in Vani. Marie Brosset described it as “a man’s bust

C i D over the shoulders, with hair and beard, an eagle-
% g \) like big nose and a sardonic smile™...

Having read this article Ekvtime Takaishvili became
interested in Vani and in 1896 first archaeological
excavations started on the territory
of the city which adorned the world
with a lot of most beautiful and
precious artifacts.




Theory >

Phrygia >

Colonization =

Mere mortals >

Merging >
Colonies -
Trough >

Jewelry -

Miletus =
Marie Brosset -

Sardonic =

person who deals with problems of theory of various
branches of knowledge.

set of rules necessary for studying something.

an ancient country populated by Phrygians located in the
middle of Asia Minor.

process of inhabiting and appropriating lands outside one’s
own country.

people who are not distinguished by anything (talent or
some skills).

mixing.

new settlements.
longish deep wooden vessel.

ornaments made from gold, silver and
precious stones.

ancient city-state in western Anatolia.
French kartvelologist.

mocking, sarcastic.



> In this epoch of freedom
| and beauty a new

/éf book-based religion -

i Christianity was born and

- the world approached
| Middle Ages.




our today’s journey in Archaeoland has come to an end. From the
letters that you send to Archaeoland we already know that you and
your friends are highly educated girls and boys, but let us find out
\ how successful this journey was for you.
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S Thus, if you have turned seven and have not turned 17 vyet, Tekla and

Nikoloz will put questions to you. Join in the interactive game together with
your compatriot Thina Sarjveladze, who lives in Paris, answer the questions and send
them at the e-address

archaeologicalunit@heritagesites.ge

or just come and bring your answers at: 5, Tabukashvili Street, Unit of Archaeology,
the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia.
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{ J  What is

Hellenism?

O) Civilization or?

What kind of text is
‘Conversion of Kartli?’

What is hagiography?

What is Classical Antiquity?
What does subordinate mean?

What is referred to as
administrative governance?

Define or?

What is province?
What is called monopoly?
What does religion mean?
What is intellect?
What is social?
Collection or?

What is Hellas?



What is a composition? What is a collection?
What are hamlets? Context or?

b > What kind of city is a Who are priests?
satellite?

What does caste mean?
What is progress?

Catalogue?
Architecture?

What is a labyrinth?
What is designing?

What is accent?
Psychology or?

Fine art or?
What is psychics?

What does regularity mean?
Category?

What do they call mythology?
Insight or?

What does radical mean?



|
| . . . .

| What is aesthetics? What is merging?
|

|

What kind of structure is a What is a colony?
- monument?

What kind of vessel is a trough?
Theoretician?

Jewelry or?

> o Where is Phrygia?
| Who was Marie Brosset?
! What is colonization?

T What does sardonic mean? Za®
Mere mortals or?

)} S



Now you are standing at the gateway of the Middle Ages.
The epoch of heroic devotion of splendid knights!

There arrived the time of generalized thinking and drawing
personal conclusions.

Consequently, do not leave ‘Archaeoland’!
Let us see together what made things happen.

And, as drizzling rain of knowledge and education has already covered
the joyful world of Archaeoland with dew, let us go further towards
the Middle Age!




